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The brother deer

It is said that the misery does not wander in the woods but among the people. However or
maybe therefore it also came into the house of a woodman. His wife fell terribly ill. Lying
on the death bed she told her two children, not to cry for her, because one life is ending,
but maybe another one is just being born and she knows that she can leave in peace
because as long they have eachother, nothing in the world can harm them. ..

So the woodman remainded alone with his children. He was trying hard to keep the family,
and yet he didn't know how to sew a shirt for his son . He didn't know how to ravel the hair
of his doughter into a plait... Therefore he got married again, hoping that the new wife will
bring love into his house, that she will take good care of the children.

But he was wrong. Ever since she crossed the doorstep there was no more love or peace
in the house. She was never satisfied, always arguing, she had no nice word for the
children, that alwas had to work hard. ..

Once she sent the boy to the woods, to catch a rabbit for the dinner. But he told his sister
that he can't catch a rabbit, that he can't take a life from the woods, and know the
stepmother will punish him, and that he's afraid... Feeling sorry for him she told him to go
to the woods, and to wait there for her, that she will pack something and that they will
leave the house. Hoping their father will forgive them...

When the stepmother found out that they are gone she shouted in their direction: ‘| curse
you, so that you turn into the animal what's footprint you will drink the water from "

The curse of the stepmother caught the children even though they were were already
deep in the woods.

After some time they felt thirsty. Suddenly John saw a pool and shauted happily : “Look
Annie, there is a pool we can drink that water.”

“Don't, John, don't drink the water, it is a footprint of a bear, rather eat an apple!"

She gave him an apple and they went on...

After a while he saw another pool and said: “ Look Annie! Look! A pool! I'am so thirsty, Ill
drink the water. *

Don't John! Don't drink the water, it is a footprint of a wolf! Rather eat another apple.
She gave him an apple again. The hole day they were walking.

And in the evening John said : “Annie, give me an apple, please. | am thirsty”

“We have no more apples, John" She replied.

“But there! There is a pool I'll drink water from it' * Said John.

“ Don't John, Don't! It's deers footprint" She said... but it was too late... Instead of her
brother, there was a deer standing in front of her. With eyes filled with fear.

She laid her head on him and started to cry. Her sorrow was so great, that it made the
woods cry too. And when the woods cry their tears are silver... The tears of trees were
falling on them both. It turned Annie's hair silver and also the fur of the deer.

When Annie woke up in the morning and saw what happend, she was scared.

“What if the hunters will come? What if they kill you, brother?” She said to the deer.

“No, no, don't be afraid, as long as we have each other, nothing can harm us. I'll take care
of you and you'll take care of me..."

But suddenly she heard a dog barking, and running horses. It was the young king himself
and his companions, hunting in the woods. The dogs smelld the trace of th deer. When the
king saw the silver deer and the silver hair girl he steared at them in amazement. He fell in
love emediatelly, and asked Annie to go with him into his pallace and be his wife. And he
promised that he or any other man in the kingdom will never hurt her silver deer.




For some time they lived happily. They loved eachother, and the silver deer was always
protecting their happiness. But by the time Annie was about to deliver a heir to the trone,
the misery once again found the way into her life... The young king had to leave the
kingdom. And before he left, he told Dora, the midwife, to take care of her. Bud Dora
wanted her own daughter to become a queen, and so, after the boy with a silver hair was
born, she took care of the young queen no more. She refused even to give her a glass of
water. Therefore, when a duck came to the window and sat down to shake the water down
from her feather Annie drunk that water and turned into a silver duck.

Dora chased her away. And instead of her, she put her daughter to the queen’s chambers.
And when the king returned, she told him, that his wife has lost her silver hair, because
she gave them to their son. But it was not her silver hair, that made him love his wife, but
the kindness of her heart. Theretore he was not worried and didin't demand to see her, so
that she can recover as quickly as possible.

But the silver deer knew the truth, and he was trying to tell the king. Every day he took the
child and ran through the woods to the lake, where his sister, the silver duck, lived. So that
she can feed her son, and sing a somg to him.

But Dora knew and she was afraid. So she told her daughter: “Tell the king, that you are
very sick, and that you will die... and the only thing that can help you is a meat of a deer,
meat of a silver deer."

The silver deer, scared, took the heir of the trone, and ran wild through the woods to his
sister, the silver duck. And the king followed him.

When the deer handled the child to the silver ducky, she turned into a human. She took
her son, and sang song to him. When the king saw this he ran towards Annie in a great
joy. But as he touched her, she turned into a duck again. The king caught her and held her
tight, though she was trying to run away. He told her : “No matter what you do, I'll never let
you go. And even if you'll never be a human again, I'll never give you up! “

And in that moment the silver duck wanished, and in his arms there was his wife annie,
with silver hair. And istead of the silver deer, there was her brother John.

Annie explained to the king, how their step mother cursed them and that his love to her,
and hers love to to her brother broke the spell oh hatered.
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